
12 January 2018 Welcome back! 
Happy New Year to you all!  I do hope that you had a special time 
with your family and friends over the festive season.  This is      
always the time for making promises and trying new directions.  
Father Ian compared the keeping of New Year resolutions to the 
journey that the Wise men took to find Jesus; that difficulties are 
encountered along the way sometimes hindering us from staying 
on track. He also suggested that it doesn’t matter if we don’t    
always reach our destination—starting out and trying hard is    
important and helps us strive to be better people.  Comforting 
words for some of us—who haven’t quite yet started their         
journey of improvement! 

Growing our church school… 
Values 

Our value for this month is Thankfulness and we will link this to 
Epiphany. 

2 Corinthians 9:15 

“Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift.” 

 
Follow the link to find out more about the value of Thankfulness 
 
http://www.standrews.herts.sch.uk/docs/HomeSchoolValues-
THANKFULNESS.pdf 
 
Worship Acolytes 
 
Our Worship team will be meeting with  Father Ian to review and 
improve  a worship observational sheet.  They have arranged to 
visit classes and observe class worship and they will be looking at 
many different aspects: 
 Are there any focal points to assist in spiritual develop-

ment? 
 Is there opportunity for reflection? 
 Are all children engaged ? 
 How have symbols been used? 
 What parts of the worship are based on rituals? 
 
They will report back their findings in the 
next few months. 
 
 
 
 

 

Value of the month—Thankfulness 
 

January dates 

15 Jan Year 2 Florence Nightingale 
Day 

 

19 Jan Year 5 Cake sale 3.10pm 

24 Jan Football v Whitehill A & B 
teams (home) 

3.10pm 

26 Jan Year 3 Assembly 
Year 3 Cake sale 

9am 
3.10pm 

30 Jan Early Years Sharing NAM 11.05 
REC    2.50 
NPM   3.05 

Coming up   

1 Feb Year 6—Isle of Wight & SATS 
Meeting 

2.45pm 

1 Feb Athletics Competition—
Hitchin Boys School 

3.10pm 

2 Feb Year 4 Cake sale 3.10pm 

6 Feb Year 5 Setpoint Workshop 5-8pm 

7 Feb Year 2 Geography field trip to 
Hitchin 

 

7 Feb Football v William Ransom A 
team (home) 

3.10pm 

8 Feb Nursery parents visit for 
2018 applications 

8.40am 

8 Feb TAG Rugby Competition 11am 

9 Feb Nursery AM cake sale 11.20am 

12—16 Feb HALF TERM  
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Being Healthy! 
 
We are very pleased to announce the findings of a recent survey regarding how children get to school.  
80% of children reported walking/cycling or scooting to school. This is a very positive result and we 
hope that with many resolutions being made by families, more children will try to walk  either some of 
the way or some of the time.   

Applying for a place in our Reception Class for  September 2018 
intake 
The closing date for online applications is 15 January 2018 
www.hertsdirect.org/admissions. 
 
If you are applying for a foundation place at St Andrew’s, you 
must also complete a Clergy/Supplementary Information Form 
and return it to our school before the closing date.  Please read 
our Admissions Policy and  download the form from our        
website at  
http://www.standrews-herts.org.uk/Admissions/Main-School-
Reception 

Keeping Safe 
 
We are very pleased to have been successful in our 
capital bids to the local Diocese in respect of           
improving our site security.  As a result we will be 
having new doors fitted to the school entrance with a 
integrated key pad system.  We thank Mrs Bysouth, 
Mr Parker and our school Governors for their work in 
securing these bids to ensure we have value for     

money. 
 

 

 Reports and Consultations 
At the end of this term (N,Y1,Y3,Y4 and Y5) parents will receive a written progress report, this will enable parents to have 
a record of the  targets that children will need to achieve in order to meet their end of year expectations.   
 
Reception parents and Y2  parents will attend a consultation evening.  Y6  will attend a consultation session with their    
parent.  The aim is to engage in shared discussion about progress and meeting end of Key Stage targets.  Mrs Kinchin-
Smith would like to extend the consultation time as pupils will be part of the discussion. As a result the consultations will 
take place during the day until 6.30pm on Friday 24 February. 
 
In the summer term R, Y2 and Y6 parents will receive their end of phase results with a written report and other classes 
will provide a consultation evening. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The following classes will have their assembly this term: 
Years 1 and 3 
 
Parents, grandparents and siblings are all welcome.  Please arrive at 2.30pm and wait outside, until the doors are open. 
We do expect our children to be silent in the hall and we would appreciate if parents support this when  entering the hall 
and when the children leave the hall . Many thanks 
 
Thank you for all your support with attending various pupil led events.  We are teaching our children how to conduct 
themselves appropriately in a Church Service by entering in silence and having a moment of reflection.  When presenting 
readings, songs and prayers we explain to our children that this is part of a church service  and that every member of the 
congregation is involved through  their very presence.  We remind them that they are not “performing” to an audience 
and so the usual audience response is not part of the service. Thank you for respecting this. 
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Enrichment at St Andrew’s 

Our school vision strongly promotes our commitment to enriching our curriculum 

Learning is exciting and challenging and our pupils’ pursue excellence through curiosity and questioning 
At St Andrew’s we believe that children are born with a natural ability to learn from their surroundings and experience 

Learning extends beyond the classroom 
At St Andrew’s school we have developed a programme that enables our children the chance to develop their learning in 
a broader context.  Previously this was through weekly sessions with a different focus each half term.  At the end of last 
academic year we reviewed this as we  wanted to explore  different opportunities for the children whilst ensuring that 
the full curriculum was delivered to a high standard.  As a result of this change we now have staff focusing on specialisms 
and all children have weekly Computer Studies, Music, French (KS2) and PE delivered to an exceptional standard. 

EYFS Enrichment Vision 

Where  creativity is promoted through the child’s own curiosity enabling them to construct their own learning.  Children 
work in small groups to enable the open exchange of ideas, creating open-ended opportunities and problem-solve.  Small 
groups allow adults to listen closely, so that they deepen their understanding of the child’s ideas and ways of working. 
 
Children learn with a specific adult skilled in the following areas: Art, Cooking, Technology and Gardening—they have a 
chance to direct their learning and explore a range of possibilities.  The groups rotate over the weeks so that by the end 
of the academic year all children have had an opportunity to work on a range of projects. 

Key Stage 1 Enrichment Vision 

Enrichment is a dynamic forum for collaborative inquiry, exchange and advocacy focusing on the experience of childhood 
and the process of learning . Children have the opportunity to work co-operatively across year groups and alongside      

specialist staff improving communication and social skills,  extending friendships, valuing viewpoints and learning new 
skills.  

In the Autumn term this involved working alongside a specialist dance company—Springs Dance. Teaching dance enables 
children to have an opportunity to express themselves and communicate through movement, promoting self-esteem and 
independent thinking for children.  Through dance, children learn teamwork, focus and improvisational skills.  It awakens 
new perceptions in children, which help them learn and think in new ways. This was linked to their Creation project and 
was further developed in their music lessons.  Further experiences will involve all children: visiting Tate Modern and 
working alongside a different artist;  exploring the seasons using their senses through environmental exploration and  
learning specific skills of book binding to create their own special book.  The latter two opportunities involve working     
alongside an Artist in Residence. 
 
Key stage 2 Enrichment vision 

We believe that enrichment opportunities extend the range of educational experiences for our children. We aim for our 
enrichment activities to broaden horizons, helping them to discover and develop new and existing skills, try new             

experiences and to promote their growing love of learning. The children will be inspired to apply their talents and skills to     
different contexts, work with different children across different year groups and enhance real world links to the              

curriculum. 

 

KS2 children were also involved in the Creation project.  In the Spring and Summer Terms they will be participating in 
STEM learning days including a KNEX competition; enterprise projects to raise money for charities and trips; developing 
an area of the school grounds through visits to other schools, research and outdoor learning; collaborative raft building 
and dragon boat racing. 
 



4 

Eco-Pledge 
 
Our Eco-Warriors have been working with Miss Albon to plan their focus for this term.  Today they 
presented an assembly about litter and in particular—plastics!  It involved role play and a delightful 
song written by Grace in Y5.  They are keen for us to work as a community and promise to improve 
our commitment to recycle and reduce waste.  As a result, they have asked that children and their 
families talk about what they will try to reduce this year. 
 
All the children will be taking home an Eco-Pledge and  they ask you to talk as a family and promise 
to change some aspects of your daily living so that you reduce and/or recycle your waste.  Simple 
daily changes for each member of the family.  If you could tick the aspects that you will promise to 
change and then send them in.  Staff and governors will also be signing their pledges.  We will be 
hanging all our pledges up to show the St Andrew’s family community impact on the world! 
 
 

 
 

  

We would like our families to consider: 
 
1. Our use of disposable coffee cups 

and try to use recyclable cups. 
2. Reuse bags when shopping and not 

to buy plastic bags. 
3. Think about waste in packed lunches 

and encourage children to have     
smaller boxes within the lunch box 
or sectioned pack lunch boxes and 
drinking bottles rather than cartons. 

 
Thank you  
Eco-Warriors from the Eco Team 

Charitable Donations 
 
Thank you for your generosity last term, 
we raised the following: 
 
Poppy Appeal £71.75 
Back Up  £150 
Herts Young Homeless £423 
 



 
SASA 100 CLUB  

DECEMBER WINNER 15th December 2017 Draw by Ms Fenn Winning Number : 77 Active Numbers: 36  - Prize £36 
Good luck for the next draw! 
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Happy New Year from SASA 
 
Events 
Our next event is St Andrew’s Quiz Night next Friday (19th January) at 8.00pm. Non-St Andrew’s 
parents are welcome to join this social event, so spread the word. Tickets cost £5 per person and 
will be on sale in the  dining room before and after school on Thurs 18th Jan and on the door.    
Maximum of 8 people per team.  There will be a bar to purchase drinks and snacks. 
 
The next school disco is on Friday 23rd February and we a have a Pamper evening on Thursday 15th 
March 
 
SOME THANKS…. 
Treasurer 
Huge thanks to Alison Burrows for her fantastic work over the last couple of years as SASA       
Treasurer. SASA will certainly miss her, but wish her well with her role as a School Governor.      
Welcome to Anthony Fussey, father of Sam,  as SASA’s new Treasurer.  Stuart Alder, father to Evie  
and Ethan , is kindly taking on the role of Vice-Treasurer. 
 
Sound system 
A big thanks also to Robert Morgan-Males who has managed the PA/sound system in the school for 
the last 6 years or more. He has also donated a substantial amount of equipment along with his 
time. His support has been incredible.  
Thank you to Jonathan Dean, father to Isaac  and Estella, who is taking over from Robert.  
 
Event photographs  
A big thanks also to Katy Linfield who has supported the school and SASA for many years,                
coordinating the school nativity and event photographs, organising the calendars, and designing 
numerous posters, invitations and banners. Her creative flair will be greatly missed!  
 
Calendars  
We have a few calendars left - now for sale from the school office for £4. (First come, first served!) 
 
SASA Funds 
In the first term we’ve raised over £5,000, which is fantastic!  
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  
 

 


