
8 January 2016  

Welcome back! 
 

I do hope that you all managed to have a very happy 
time together with your family over Christmas and the 
New Year.   
 
On behalf of all the staff, I wish to convey a very big 
thank you for our cards and gifts.  These were much 
appreciated by everyone.   
 
We have been talking about resolutions and how we 
hope to grow as individuals by trying to improve upon 
something.  I have heard of promises to take a photo 
every day of the year, to try spicier food and to  im-
prove handwriting!  I wish everyone perseverance and 
determination with their New Year’s resolution. 

 Growing our church school… 
 
Values 

Our value for this month is Thankfulness and we will 
link this to Epiphany. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:15  
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift 
 
Godly Play 
All the staff and some visiting vicars engaged in Godly 
Play training on Monday .   
 
Children have an innate sense of the presence of God. 
The Godly Play approach helps them to explore their 
faith through story, to gain religious language and to 
enhance their spiritual experience though wonder and 

play. 
 
 
 

 

Value of the month : Thankfulness 

January dates  

11 Jan SEND Surgery                    3.15pm 

12 Jan New parents for 2016     9.15am 

 Ambassadors to show around 

13 Jan Holy Saviour Church        11.00am 

 (parents welcome) 

13 Jan Football match (Home)   3.15pm 

15 Jan Primary Applications close 

15 Jan                   Year 1 Cake Sale               3.10pm 

18 Jan SEND surgery                    3.15pm 

22 Jan Year 2 Cake Sale               3.10pm 

25 Jan SEND Afternoon Tea       2.30pm 

28 Jan Y6 Height and Weight 

28 Jan Athletics Comp HBS        3.45pm 

29 Jan Year 3 Cake Sale              3.10pm 

29 Jan SASA Disco                         6pm 

Coming up...  

1 Feb SEND Surgery                   3.15pm 

2 Feb Football—Samuel Lucas (Away) 

3 Feb Sign to Sing  

5 Feb Year 6 Cake Sale               3.10pm 

8 Feb Football—Our Lady’s (Away) 

9 Feb Tag Rugby Comp. Y5/Y6 

 Letchworth Rugby Club 

12 Feb  SASA Quiz Night (tbc) 

22 Feb Bags to School 

26 Feb Nursery Cake Sale            3.10pm 



2 

Changeable weather  
 

 
We are expecting further rain—please ensure 
children have coats with hoods and warm 
clothes.  We will be going out whatever the 
weather and if it snows they will need boots 
as well. 

Enrichment and clubs 
 

These will be starting next week and will continue until the 
final week of this half term. 
 
Please ensure children are suitably prepared– outdoor cloth-
ing and footwear for Forest School, named containers if they 
are cooking.  If children do not bring in containers then they 
will not be able to take the food home.   

 

 Road Safety 
 

Please remember that we do not have a replace-
ment Lollipop person at the moment.  If anyone is 
interested in applying for this role please contact 
the local authority. 
 
In the meantime, please take care when crossing 
the road. 

Applying for a place in our Reception Class for Sep-
tember 2016 intake 
 
The closing date for online applications is 15 Janu-
ary 2016 www.hertsdirect.org/admissions. 
 
If you are applying for a place at St Andrew’s, you 
must also complete a Supplementary Information 
form and return it to our school before the closing 
date.  Please read our Admissions Policy and down-
load the forms from our website at  
http://www.standrews-herts.org.uk/Admissions/
Main-School-Reception 

Attendance 
 
Parents of children 
whose attendance is be-
low the national average 
will receive a letter in-
forming them of their 
current percentage 
attendance and the num-
ber of sessions absent.  
This is to highlight to par-
ents the impact it may be 
having. 

Assemblies 
 
The following class will have their 
assembly this term.  Parents, 
grandparents and siblings are all 
welcome.  Please arrive at 2.30pm 
and wait outside, until the doors 
are open. We do expect our chil-
dren to be silent in the hall and 
we would appreciate if parents 
support this when entering the 
hall too.  Many thanks 
 

11 March  - Year 5 

Charitable Events 
 
We will be supporting one charity this term – Sign2Sing . 
On Wednesday 3 February schools throughout the UK and 
in other parts of the world will sign2sing and attempt to 
break a world record. Children will be singing songs and 
learning to sign .  They can wear stripy clothes and bring a 
contribution to this charity . 

Kingswood Meeting:          13.1.16 at 2.45pm 

Isle of Wight Meeting:        21.16 at 2.45pm 

Consultation Evenings:        9.2.16    and 11.2.16 

PARENT MEETINGS 

Persistent Lateness 
 
Please can all parents make a concerted effort to 
arrive on time when dropping off/collecting children.   
 
We have had a significant number of children being 
dropped of after start time or collecting very late in 
the day.  This disrupts the learning for others and as 
well , distresses the child. 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=weather+sign+snow&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/pictures/weather/snowwarningsign.html&ei=UV6tVLv-OILbaqOJgKgE&bvm=bv.83134100,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFv0DJpiiJxmTepSYsgDUatIIy5
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Respecting School Community with regard to photographs and video content (guidance from the local 
authority) 
 
The reasons why we request that images are not distributed or put online is to protect all members of the school 
community. 
The reason we have taken this view is because of the following: 
 Not only does an image or video stay online forever, but content can also be copied and shared to a wider 

audience 
 There could be some children who are at risk and must not have their image online.  Please bear in mind that 

not all members of the school community will know who children at risk are. 
 There may be some people who do not want their images online for personal or religious reasons. 
 In some cases, children and staff may have a complex family background which means that image sharing 

online can result in unforeseen consequences. 
 
Thank you to all those families who took note and respected this request at our performances.  

Keeping Safe 
 
We are having a “Keeping Safe” week in  
February and we will be teaching children 
age appropriate safety methods for use on 
the internet.  We will discuss other safety 
methods and strategies in this week. 

 
Please read the updated ESafety Newsletter from County  on 
our website. 

Mother’s Day Service: 4 March 2.00pm 

Spring Concert 21 March 6.30pm 

Easter Service 23 March 2.00pm 

EVENTS 

Online method for booking consultations 
 
We are aware of the difficulty for working  
parents when signing up for consultations.  At 
this moment in time, we do not have a reliable 
system that we can introduce, but we are still 
pursuing this.  
 
It therefore looks like we will have to continue 
with our current method for this term. 

Helping the Homeless 
 
On Friday 18 December Rosie, Maisie and Billie (Y6) 
delivered Christmas presents to the homeless. 
 
The staff, instead  of buying Christmas cards for one 
another, put money towards basic provisions to take 
to the Haven Sanctuary for the Homeless. 
 
There are sixteen residents and they are able to stay 
for six months.  They showed us around their living 
rooms and kitchen and explained that they provide 

activities and creative lessons.  Our dona-
tions were very much appreciated. 
 
By Maisie, Billie and Rosie 

Going home arrangements 
Please can all parents provide written  
confirmation if their child in Y5 has  
permission to walk home.  Please could all 
parents inform the school if there is a 
change in going home arrangements. 
 
We have slips available at the Parent  
Information Board for this use.  Alternatively 
a phone call or note will also suffice. 
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Year 6 Hit the Headlines! 
 
Just before the end of the last term, Year 6 had 
an interesting visit by the Comet Editor John 
Francis.  They were then very excited to see that 
a full photograph and report of the visit was 
then in the newspaper that week.  Elliot invited 
the editor to visit to give the Year 6 newspaper 
team some advice about producing a good 
newspaper.  He had some good suggestions and 
Year 6 asked some excellent questions about his 
job as a journalist .  Elliot and his team have al-
ready produced the first issue of the Andrew’s 
Times, copies of which went to Year 4,5 and 6.  
Look out for further editions in the future.  

Nursery Dates 
 
The final session for Nursery will be on 15 
July, finishing at 3.15pm. 

Home School Diaries 
 
Just to remind parents that these are purely 
for recording reading entries and are not a 
communication book. 
 
Please make an appointment with your 
child’s teacher if you have any issues to  
discuss. 


