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Creative Arts 

Intent 

At St Andrew’s we have worked with a local artist to develop a bespoke Art curriculum that 

links closely to our school ethos.  The core of art within our school lies with children being able 

to express themselves and to communicate their emotions, feelings and thoughts.  Art provides 

a means to express the imagination (things, places, ideas that are unreal or unknowable) in 

nongrammatic ways. Unlike words, Art provides a range of forms, symbols and ideas with 

meanings that can be determined by the artist. The purpose of Art at St Andrew’s is to produce 

thinking. The secret is not the mechanics or technical skill that create Art – but the process of 

introspection and different levels of contemplation that generate it.   

Children learn a range of technical skills within a variety of different media and then have an 

opportunity to respond to a task drawing on these skills and interpreting on a personal level.  

Children are encouraged to talk about their creations and justify why they have chosen the 

materials and methods.  Art becomes a way for children to develop emotional literacy and 

impacts positively on children’s social and emotional development. 

At St Andrew’s school, Art is extended through cross-curricular links and often forms the basis 

of whole school projects.   

The National curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 

• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• know about great artist, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms. 

Implementation 

When delivering the Art curriculum at St Andrew’s there is a real focus on identifying key skills 

and techniques and teaching these as focused practical tasks.  To ensure that Art provides 

children with a real sense of purpose the Art planning relates directly to the class topic or class 

book.  These cross-curricular links help immerse the children in their Art sessions and ensure 

they are memorable and have an impact.  An example of this is in Year 1 during their project of 

Antarctica they make a banner, using colour mixing techniques and printing skills to depict the 

cold. 

To ensure the children at St Andrew’s receive a balance and varied exposure to the Creative 

Arts, the planning is progressive and clearly outlines the materials and skills that need to be 

covered each year.  Medium term planning for the term takes into account when the children 

last covered the subject matter and teachers assess their starting point.  This ensures that 

children build on from their previous learning. The planning is then adapted to revisit skills and  
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identify with the children where they are expected to progress to by the end of the learning.  

Lessons are sequential and teachers ensure the children retain key points/skills and understand 

why they are learning it.  In Art, children have an opportunity to use technical and descriptive 

language and produce written work alongside their Artwork. 

Impact 

At the end of each unit of work, teachers assess the learning by involving the children in the process.  

Moderation occurs between classes to inform judgements.  The teacher identifies the key areas 

that the whole class and individuals need to revisit and this will then inform the next starting point 

for the next unit of study thereby ensuring that teachers track back before moving forward.  

Opportunities exist within the Art curriculum where children “curate” their learning to an audience 

(parents, governors, community) and they are expected to orally present the journey of their 

learning and justify their choices.  This acts as a window into their understanding. 

Children keep an Art journal throughout their primary education building on skills and looking back 

on their sketches and interpretations.  Art at St Andrew’s school is a process and children are 

encouraged at all times to value their interpretations. 

✓ The creative Arts have a high profile at our school.  Our children are confident with using a 

range of resources to create artwork and display a sense of pride with their creations.  They 

enjoy working in groups and creating group projects.  This is evident through the engaging 

classroom displays that highlight inspiring and personalised Art. 

 

✓ Children are confident to talk about their artwork, reflect and adapt it. 

If you were to walk into an Art lesson in St Andrew’s school, you would see… 

• Clear skills being taught as the learning intention 

• Children using a variety of visual aids/artists work as an inspiration 

• Sketchbooks used for designing and planning 

• A range of materials and resources used throughout the year 

• Children able to evaluate their designs and seek ways to improve their technical skills 

• Whole school cross-curricular Art projects valued by all staff 

• Visits and visitors that extend learning about Art 

• Challenging curriculum with opportunity for children to engage with contemporary 

artists and range of cultural artists 

 

What inclusion looks like for children with SEND in Art… 

This table includes some of the strategies which may be used as reasonable adjustments to support 

children with SEND in this subject area.  

Communication and Interaction Cognition and Learning 

• Pre-teaching vocabulary 

• Scribe ideas and responses 

• Scaffolded worksheets with visual 
prompts 
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• IT resources to record ideas or 
evaluations 

• Regular articulation of learning to 
overlearn vocabulary and revise 
knowledge 

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary 

• Regular articulation of learning to 
reinforce vocabulary 

• Sentence stems 

• Key words with visuals in sketch book for 
easy reference 

• Break down tasks into one step at a time 
with an adult explaining each part and 
supporting effectively in small groups 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties Sensory/ or physical needs 

• Involving parents in learning session to 
raise pupil’s sense of achievement  

• Wide range of learning activities – 
outdoors, visits to galleries 

• Access to practical resources – 
opportunities for free play 

• Additional time to finish practical task – 
being aware of resilience needed and 
being supported to cope with 
frustrations/pre-empt where these may 
occur 

• Movement breaks if needing to 
concentrate on practical tasks for long 
periods of time 

• Use examples of artists (with SEND) to 
raise the aspirations of the child 

• Adapted tools, materials 

• Pre-teaching manipulation of tools and 

materials 

• Resources adapted to need 

• Malleable materials used to satisfy 
sensory need 

 

What inclusion looks like for children for whom English is an additional language in Art. 

At St. Andrew’s, we understand that children may need adaptations to the classroom provision in 

order to access the learning. Here are some of the strategies which may be used as adaptations to 

support children who speak English as an additional language: 

• Regular articulation of learning to reinforce vocabulary  

• Sentence stems given to pupils 

• Key words with visuals in pupils’ sketch books for easy reference 

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary 
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Pupil voice 

        
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 
                                                                                 

 

 

An example of skill progression within our Art curriculum 

Drawing skills and techniques 
Nursery Rec 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Begin to 
use a 
variety of 
drawing 
tools  
Use 
drawings 
to tell a 
story  
Explore 
different 
textures 

Encourage 
accurate 
drawings of 
people 
Use a 
variety of 
drawing 
tools with 
increasing 
control and 
skill 
Investigate 
different 
lines 

Extend the variety 
of drawings tools. 
Explore different 
textures – use 
marks, lines and 
curves 
Observe and draw 
landscapes  
Observe patterns  
Observe anatomy 
(faces, limbs) 
Show different 
tones in light and 
dark 
To begin to sketch 
To demonstrate an 
understanding of 
space when using 
paper 
Beginning to use a 
viewfinder to focus 
observations 
 

Demonstrates 
accurate holding, 
use and justified 
reasons when using 
a range of drawing 
tools  
Draw a way of 
recording 
experiences and 
feelings  
Discuss use of 
shadows, use of 
light and dark  
Sketch to make 
quick records 
Able to show 
textures and 
patterns in 
drawings  
Drawings are 
detailed and based 
on observation  
Awareness of 
landscapes in 
drawings with 
more detail in 
foreground. 
Can use a 
viewfinder to select 
a view, or shapes 
and visual clues 
 
 

Experiment with 
the potential of 
various pencils, give 
reasons   
Close observation – 
still life 
Draw both the 
positive and 
negative shapes 
initial sketches as a 
preparation for 
painting 
Accurate drawings 
of people – 
particularly faces 
with emotion 
Beginning to use 
initial sketches as a 
preparation for 
painting. 

Identify and draw 
the effect of light 
Scale and 
proportion 
Accurate drawings 
of 
whole people 
including 
proportion and 
placement 
Work on a variety 
of 
scales 
To begin to draw 
from different 
viewpoints and 
combine images to 
make new images 
To use line, tone, 
shape and mark 
with care to 
represent things 
seen, imagined or 
remembered. 
Use a range of 
formal elements to 
make drawings that 
convey meaning 
To begin to use an 
IPad to further 
develop drawing 
techniques and 
compare and 

Effect of light on 
objects and people 
from different 
directions  
Interpret the 
texture of a surface 
Produce accurate 
drawings of people 
Concept of 
perspective 
Develop close 
observation skills. 
Draw with 
coloured media 
descriptively and 
expressively to 
represent ideas 
and objects with 
increasing fluency 

Effect of light on 
objects and people 
from different 
directions  
Interpret the 
texture of a surface  
Produce 
increasingly 
accurate drawings 
of people, facial 
expressions etc. 
Concept of 
perspective 
awareness of 
composition, scale 
and proportion. 
Different 
techniques for 
different purposes, 
Such as shading and 
hatching, 
Use viewfinder to 
develop extended 
studies. 
Recording action 
and movement 
with fluency, 
improve with 
accuracy and detail. 

 

Making Art makes me 

happy. I love to make new 

colours when I mix the 

paints and to make Art 

outside! 

I love that we can learn 

so many new skills in 

our Art lessons. The 

best part is being able 

to use those skills in 

your own way. 

 
Art gives me the opportunity to 

be free. I love to show my 

feelings creatively using 

colours, textures and pattern. 
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contrast with own 
attempts. 

 

Outstanding Examples of Learning         

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

Working collaboratively to create collages to represent our feelings and experiences at 

school. Learning skills of stitching, printing, embellishment and adornment. 
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Whole school projects in the creative Arts are a regular feature of the curriculum.  The latest 

project linked local History and Art – Artefacts, Heirlooms and Traded Secrets.  Children led curio 

workshops with artefacts found in their home. They responded to the stories behind the artefacts 

by creating a 3D Quilt of Curiosity.   

Year 6  Research, Generate and 

Curate Art project exploring artists 

that use sculpture and light to 

interpret views and express ideas.  

Children based their work on World 

War II and the contrast between 

characters in the book Hitler’s 

Canary. 

Children are encouraged to use 

sustainable materials when 

creating artwork. 
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Success in 2021-2022 

✓ Reviewed curriculum progression of skills enabling staff to track back skills acquisition 

and support children to make incremental steps to success. 

✓ Reviewed assessment approach identifying areas of weakness to be addressed at the 

start of the next unit. 

✓ Year 6 created a light and sculpture exhibition and presented to staff and pupils 

expressing their views eloquently, using technical and emotive language throughout. 

✓ Planning for whole school identifies specific skills to be taught through focused practical 

tasks and supports staff in delivering high quality Art 

Priorities for 2022-2023 

✓ Review how teachers use an initial assessment of pupil skills to adapt their planning and 

teach accordingly 

✓ Focus on the teaching of drawing across the school and how this is extended in cross-

curricular opportunities. 

✓ Review the use of the sketchbook as a tool for reflection and explore how this links to 

meta-cognitive development 

✓ Plan with teachers to ensure pupils are effectively making links to previous years’ 

learning to ensure prior success is built upon. 

 


