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English 

Intent 

At St Andrew’s we value high quality teaching and learning of English. We believe that every child can 

succeed in reading and writing, and we aim to instil this belief in the children themselves. We promote 

high standards of literacy across the curriculum and seek to develop lifelong readers. 

We seek to ensure that all children develop an enjoyment in reading for pleasure, that is that they read 

of their own free will or that when reading has begun at someone else’s request, they carry on reading 

because they are interested in it. We ensure that the reading curriculum is broad and that children not 

only see the lives of others reflected in texts but themselves and their own lives. We ensure that the 

texts we provide reflect the diverse nature of our world. Providing an environment where English is 

celebrated is a focus and class Libraries and Reading Corners provide children with opportunities to 

choose quality literature and discuss the books they have chosen.  

The ability to express their thoughts clearly in writing is a critical skill for children to develop in primary 

school. Children are given the opportunities to write across genres with regards to expressing their 

concerns and views on global issues and sustainability. It is crucial that children understand the purpose 

behind their witing and as such learn how to manipulate and control their language appropriately.  

Spelling is taught creatively and consistently and is effective across the whole school. Punctuation and 

grammar skills underpin the fabric of the children’s writing and understanding of the texts they read.  

The National curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range 
of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 
understanding and ideas 

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate 
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Implementation 

Reading: 

In Early Years and Key Stage 1, a rigorous programme of phonics using The Little Wandle Programme is 

followed in order to provide children with decoding and spelling skills that help them as they move up 

the school. At the early stages of reading, our scheme ensures that books are exactly matched to the 

ability and phonic experience of the child. They only contain the phonic code and the tricky words that 

children have experienced within the lessons and therefore ensure fluency and successful 

comprehension of the text. 

 Guided Reading is taught as a whole class session in KS2. This allows all children to develop a deep 

understanding of the text that they are reading, the layout and structures of the text, and the language 

used within the text. Drama and discussion play a vital part in these lessons. The learning needs of every 

child are met through the development of vocabulary and the use of techniques to develop fluency and 

understanding.  

Writing:  
 
Giving children a purpose for writing is vital and all children are encouraged to write with intent. Some 
pieces of writing are based on the CLPE texts while others are embedded in a range of curricular areas. 
Writing is shared with other members of the school community.  
 
In addition to reading quality texts in the style in which they will be writing, they are always given the 

opportunity to talk in that style. The grammatical skills needed to write in certain styles are taught 

directly and this first quality teaching is supported by focused resources and working walls within the 

classroom.  

Children are expected to be able to produce cross-curricular writing at the same high standard as they 

write in English text-based lessons. Writing in foundation subjects also exposes children to a greater 

range of text types and their structures and conventions, reinforcing children’s knowledge of these text 

types and deepening their understanding of the topic. One example of this is in Year 5 where children 

write a leaflet about a trip across North America. Not only do they develop the ability to write in an 

informative non-chronological style, but they apply their knowledge of time difference, longitude and 

latitude and climate.  

What inclusion looks like for children with SEND in English 

This table includes some of the strategies which may be used as reasonable adjustments to support 

children with SEND in this subject area.  

Communication and Interaction Cognition and Learning 

• Pre-teaching vocabulary 

• IT resources to record ideas or sentence 
structures 

• Verbal rehearsal of writing and regular 
opportunities to talk in the style in which 
they will be writing  

• Scaffolded writing frames with visual 
prompts and sentence stems 

• Phoneme frames and grapheme boards 
to support spelling attempts 

• Visual cues and picture sequencing to 
support the structure of writing 

• Using visual aids to pre-teach vocabulary 
before and during the reading process 
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• Regular articulation of learning to 
overlearn vocabulary and revise 
knowledge 

• Tasks are broken down into small 
manageable steps with visual prompt 
checklist 

• ICT and word processing 

• Break down tasks into one step at a time 
with an adult explaining each part and 
supporting effectively in small groups 

• Regular checking of the child’s 
understanding of the task  

• Use of the red pencil technique to 
highlight basic sentence structures 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties Sensory/ or physical needs 

• A wide range of social and emotional 
topics are covered in both the text types 
read and written 

• Additional time to finish tasks – being 
aware of the resilience needed and being 
supported to cope with frustrations/pre-
empt where these may occur 

• Movement breaks if needing to 
concentrate on practical tasks for long 
periods of time 

• Opportunity to hand out equipment  

• Some parts of the writing completed to 
reduce frustration 

• Use examples of authors with SEND to 
raise the aspirations of the child  

• Publishing written work and sharing with 
other classes 

• Tools to support such as word processes 
including CLICKR 

• Resizing of texts and use of coloured 
papers where appropriate 
 

 

What inclusion looks like for children where English is an additional language 

Through out the school, visual aids are used to support EAL children. During guided reading, for example, 

new and difficult vocabulary is presented in pictorial form. The use of pictures and film help children to 

understand the story line. Texts are read to the children in expressive manner and children are given 

time and rehearse sentences verbally before they are expected to write. Their home language is valued 

and time is given to sharing this language in both verbal and written form.  

Impact 

The impact on our curriculum of CLPE has been to enhance pupil's emotive literacy and to provide 

engagement with challenging texts as well as develop vocabulary though the richness of the texts used 

in school. Monitoring of lessons shows evidence of strong staff subject knowledge, skilled questioning 

and teacher modelling of writing. Reading fluency techniques have led to an improvement not only in 

the expressiveness of children’s reading but in in their comprehension skills. Children in school are 

enthusiastic about reading and keen to talk about books with their friends and teachers. Most children 

enjoy writing, with many taking their enthusiasm home and writing stories to bring into school. 
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If you were to walk into an English lesson in St Andrew’s school, you would see… 

• The use of a whole class text as a basis for the English lessons, with a cross-curricular link where 

valuable and meaningful 

 

• Children who read both their own writing and that of other authors in an expressive and 

engaging manner 

 

• Questioning that encourages children to think deeply about the content and meaning of texts 

• The use of a range of teaching approaches including role play and drama, use of visual images, 
story mapping, role on the wall etc. which ensure that children have deep understanding of the 
subject matter about which they will be writing and the texts they are reading 

• Independent learners who are able to use the resources within the classroom to support their 
own learning 

• Children who apply the skills they have developed during grammar and spelling/phonics 
sessions as they write 

• A classroom environment which promotes reading, with class libraries and reading corners 
designed to encourage children to choose their own books, and to read and discuss texts. 

• Children who think carefully about the purpose of their writing and using this purpose as a basis 

for the evaluation of their own work and the work of others 

 

• Enthusiastic staff and children who use correct terminology to describe the grammar 

 

 

Pupil voice 

          

  
       
 

   I love sharing my writing  
with other children and seeing  
their reaction – it makes me feel  
a real writer.  

                 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My Reading Passport 

has reminded me how 

many books I have read 

already and given me 

ideas about what to 

read next. 
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Outstanding Examples of Learning   

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our reading passports to encourage 

greater diversity in our reading 

A year 1 story map on their working wall 

A Sample of year 5 writing based 

around our CLPE book - Shackleton 
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An example of skill progression within our English curriculum 

 

Success in 2021-2022 

✓ The introduction of the Little Wandle phonics programme alongside the corresponding reading 

books, ensuring the secure development and application of phonetic knowledge.  

✓ A curriculum evening to introduce the Little Wandle Phonics programme to parents which 

ensured they understood the rational behind the programme and how best to support their 

children. 

✓ The training of phase leaders in how to use the CLPE books to support reading and writing skills. 

✓ The introduction of the reading café in reception that has encouraged a love of reading. 

✓ The introduction of reading fluency techniques across the school which have resulted in an 

improvement in pupils’ confidence as readers alongside their comprehension skills 

✓ CPD on how to use writing purposefully in all areas of the curriculum and ensuring that the 

quality of writing remains high in these areas.  

✓ CPD for all teaching staff in how to identify the purpose of writing, how to develop and apply 

appropriate skills prior to writing and how to use class and peer assessment to improve the 

quality of the work.  

✓ CPD on the levels of diversity in published children’s books and the importance of ensuring that 

all children can see themselves reflected in text alongside the lives of others. This led to an audit 

of the quality of the books presented to our children in our book corners and libraries and the 

purchase of new books which reflect the diverse nature of our community 

✓ The outstanding SATS results in KS2 

 

 

Writing Nursery Reception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

 
 
Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

• use some of 
their print and 
letter knowledge 
in their early 
writing. For 
example: writing 
a pretend 
shopping list 
that starts at the 
top of the page; 
writing ‘m’ for 
mummy 
• write some or 
all of their name 
• write some 
letters 
accurately 

• write 
recognisable 
letters, most of 
which are 
correctly formed 
• spell words by 
identifying 
sounds in them 
and representing 
the sounds with 
a letter or letters 
• write simple 
phrases and 
sentences that 
can be read by 
others 
 

• begin to 
punctuate 
sentences using 
a capital letter 
and a full stop, 
question mark or 
exclamation 
mark 

• punctuate 
sentences using 
full stops, capital 
letters, 
exclamation 
marks, question 
marks  
• use 
apostrophes for 
contracted 
forms 

• use the full 
range of 
punctuation 
taught across 
KS1 to 
demarcate 
sentences, 
including 
commas in lists 
and apostrophes 
for singular 
possession  
• use inverted 
commas to 
punctuate direct 
speech 

• use the full 
range of 
punctuation 
taught across 
KS1 to 
demarcate 
sentences, 
including 
commas in lists 
and apostrophes 
for singular 
possession 
 • use inverted 
commas and 
other 
punctuation to 
indicate direct 
speech i.e. a 
comma after the 
reporting clause; 
end punctuation 
within inverted 
commas  
• use a new line 
for a new 
speaker when 
writing direct 
speech  
• use 
apostrophes to 
mark plural 
possession 

• use the full 
range of 
punctuation 
taught across 
KS1 and LKS2 to 
demarcate 
sentences, 
including 
apostrophe use 
and speech 
punctuation  
• use brackets, 
dashes or 
commas for 
parenthesis e.g. 
asides, 
additional 
information 

• use the full 
range of 
punctuation 
taught across 
KS1 and KS2 to 
demarcate 
sentences, 
including 
apostrophe use 
and speech 
punctuation 
 •use hyphens to 
avoid ambiguity  
• understand the 
use of semi-
colons, colons 
and dashes to 
mark the 
boundary 
between 
independent 
clauses  
• use a colon to 
introduce a list  
• punctuate 
bullet points 
consistently 
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Priorities for 2022-2023 

✓ Renovate the Key Stage 2 Library so it is an environment where reading and books are 

celebrated and where book-centred events, such as book club, reading buddies, etc. can take 

place. 

✓ The development of the role of the librarians and make connections with librarians in secondary 

schools. 

✓ The use of published authors to share their work and to talk to the children about their writing 

techniques.  

✓ To continue to embed the Little Wandle phonics programme and the use of high-quality 

strategies for the teaching of reading and writing.  


