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French 

Intent 

At St. Andrew’s our Modern Foreign Language is French which is delivered in regular weekly sessions to all pupils in KS2.   Learning a language 

can liberate us from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures.  A language education can foster children’s curiosity and deepen their 

understanding of the world.  Pupils are enabled to express their ideas and thought in another language, and to understand and respond to its 

speakers, in both speech and writing.  It can also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes learn new ways of 

thinking and eventually read great literature in the original language.  Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further 

languages, equipping children to study and work in other countries. 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure all pupils: 

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through 

discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

• Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Implementation 

When delivering the French curriculum at St. Andrew’s the focus is on practical communication.  Children are encouraged to listen attentively to 

spoken language and show their understanding by joining in and responding.  The patterns and sounds of language is explored through songs 

and rhymes which link the spelling, sound and meaning of words.  Pupils are supported to join in conversations; to ask and answer questions; 

express opinions and respond to those of others, seeking clarification and help when necessary.  Using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic 

language structure helps children to speak in sentences.  Accurate pronunciation and intonation is developed so that their peers can understand 

them when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases.  To broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand 

new words they learn to use a bi-lingual dictionary as well as familiar written material.  Gradually they learn to write phrases from memory, 

adapting them to create new sentences so they can express their ideas, describe people, places, things and actions.  Basic grammar, key features 

and patterns of French, how to apply it and how these differ from or are similar to English is also included.   

Planning is progressive and builds on the learning from previous years with opportunities to revisit areas to maintain, develop and build on their 

knowledge.   

Impact 

At the end of each unit of work, there is an assessment task where both pupils and teachers can assess the progress made and identify key areas 

that may need to be revisited.  Children keep a French book throughout KS2 containing all the vocabulary and tasks they have refer back to it 

and refresh their memory. 

As the children develop their language skills in Key Stage Two, the children engage in conversations, including asking and answering questions, 
and even expressing their opinions!  We develop the children’s understanding of how to construct sentences through practising verbally. 
The children develop a wider range of vocabulary and use their newly acquired language skills to practise both writing and speaking in French 
The children enjoy practising their language skills with one another and are engaged in learning about different French-speaking cultures, songs 
and games.  Having a specific French teacher for KS2, progression is evident and children leave the school having a basic grounding for languages. 
 

If you were to walk into a French lesson at St. Andrew’s school, you would see: 

• Clear skills being taught as the learning intention 

• Lively interaction between students 

• Collaborative discussion 

• Interactive games on the I.W.B. 

• Bi-lingual dictionaries being used to develop vocabulary 

• Pupils using the laptops playing French games to secure their learning 

 

 

 

Pupil Voice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning French 

helps me talk to 

people when I go 

on holiday 

We do many different activities 

in French.  It is fun and one of 

my favourite subjects! 

I enjoy doing French 

because we play games, 

which help us learn. 
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Outstanding Examples of Learning         

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Identifying colours and objects in a fun 

way! 

Learning with purpose – creating maps. 
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Creating long-term projects – topic books 

that sustain the use of vocabulary and ensure 

children are communicating for a purpose. 

“Les poissons-pêcheurs” 

Playing a traditional French playground game 
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Skill progression within our French curriculum 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Listen and show understanding of single 
words through physical response. 
 
Listen and identify rhyming words and 
particular sounds in songs and rhymes. 
 
Recognise a familiar question and 
respond with a rehearsed response. 
 
Name objects and actions, and link 
words with a connective in a simple 
rehearsed statement. 
 
Join in with actions to accompany 
familiar songs, stories and rhymes and 
say some of the words. 
 
Using the knowledge of some letter 
strings, read aloud or say individual 
familiar words. 
 
Read and show understanding of 
familiar single words. 
 
Identify and use strategies for 
memorising new vocabulary. 
Write and say familiar words to describe 
people, places, things and actions using 
a model. 
 
Write single familiar words from 
memory with understandable accuracy. 
 
Name a noun, adjective, verb, pronoun. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen and show understanding of 
short phrases through physical 
response. 
 
Listen and demonstrate understanding 
of words in songs and rhymes. 
 
As ad and answer several simple and 
familiar questions with a rehearsed 
response. 
 
Use familiar vocabulary to say simple 
sentences to give information using a 
language scaffold. 
 
Join in with the words of a rhyme, 
song or story sometimes from 
memory.   
 
Read aloud familiar short sentences 
using knowledge of letter string 
sounds and observing silent letter 
rules. 
 
Read and show understanding of 
simple familiar phrases and short 
sentences. 
 
Use a bi-lingual dictionary to find the 
meaning of a word or its translation. 
 
Write and say a simple phrase to 
describe people, places, things and 
actions using a language scaffold. 
 
Write single familiar short phrases 
from memory with understandable 
accuracy. 
 
Use the correct form of the definite 
article. 
 
Begin to demonstrate understanding 
of the position of adjectives. 
 
  

Listen and show understanding of 
more complex familiar phrases and 
sentences. 
 
Follow the text of familiar rhymes and 
songs identifying the meaning of 
words. 
 
Ask and answer more complex familiar 
questions with a scaffold of responses; 
maybe asking for clarification and 
help. 
 
Use familiar vocabulary to say more 
complex sentences; such as, 
presenting ideas using a language 
scaffold. 
 
Follow the simple text of a familiar 
song or story and sing or read aloud.  
 
Read aloud more complex sentences 
using knowledge of letter string 
sounds and observing silent letter 
rules. 
 
Read and show understanding of a 
series of complex sentences using 
familiar language. 
 
Use a bi-lingual dictionary to find the 
meaning of nouns in the plural, 
adjectives in agreement and 
conjugated verbs. 
 
Write and say a more complex 
sentence to describe people, places, 
things and actions using a language 
scaffold. 
 
Write familiar complex sentences from 
memory with understandable 
accuracy. 
 
Apply the rules of the agreement of 
adjectives in the singular and plural 
with some accuracy. 
 
Produce positive and negative 
sentences with high frequency verbs 
and pronouns. 

Listen and show understanding of 
more complex sentences containing 
familiar and unfamiliar words. 
 
Read aloud the text of familiar rhymes 
and songs. 
 
Engage in a short conversation using 
familiar questions and express 
opinions. 
 
Manipulate familiar language to 
present own ideas and information in 
more complex sentences. 
 
Understand the gist of an unfamiliar 
text using some familiar language. 
 
Pronounce unfamiliar words in a 
sentence using knowledge of letter 
strings. 
 
Read and show understanding of a 
series of complex sentences using 
familiar language. 
 
Decode a simple unfamiliar text using 
a bi-lingual dictionary. 
 
Write and say a complex sentence 
manipulating familiar language, using a 
dictionary for new language. 
 
Write a complex sentence from 
memory manipulating familiar 
vocabulary with understandable 
accuracy. 
 
Apply knowledge of grammar to build 
complex sentences. 
 
 

 

 

Success in 2021-2022 

✓ Reviewed curriculum progression of skills enabling staff to track skills acquisition and support children to make incremental steps to 

success. 

✓ Reviewed assessment approach identifying areas of weakness to be addressed at the start of the next unit. 

✓ Planning for KS2 identified specific skills to be taught. 

✓ Developing awareness of skills required by pupils for moving onto secondary school. 

Priorities for 2022-2023 

✓ Review how teachers use an initial assessment of pupil skills to adapt their planning and teach accordingly 

✓ Plan with teachers to explore using the assessment criteria to enable more children to achieve greater depth. 

✓ Continuing to develop links with local secondary schools, when possible, to include visits from pupils 

 

 

 


