
 St Andrew’s C of E (VA) Primary School and Nursery Subject   

Geography 

 Intent 

At St. Andrew's it is our intention that each and every child develops a curiosity, love and 

respect for the world around them. Through cross-curricular study and exciting open-ended 

questions we aim to give children an understanding of the natural environment, how humans 

effect it and how it shapes the way we live. We believe children come to understand the 

importance of living in a sustainable and respectful way. They should recognise the advantages 

and challenges faced by people living in different parts of the world and come to respect 

achievements and ingenuity. In order to develop these concepts, we believe that it is vital that 

children are able to think like geographers and develop the necessary skills to gather and 

present geographical information and data. 

"The study of geography is more than just memorizing places on a map. It is about 

understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist 

across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that knowledge to help build bridges and 

bring people together. “ Barack Obama.  

 

Implementation 

Geographical questions and field study are at the core of geography at St. Andrew's school. 

Each geographical area of study is centred around a specific question. As they develop their 

own individual answers to this question, they learn a range of knowledge and skills. Field study 

is at the heart of every topic. Some field study sessions are designed to give pupils a deep 

understanding of specific geographical skills. Others are full enquiries where children become 

involved in the local environment and how it can be improved.  

Impact 

✓ Children are developing an understanding of the role of geography and geographers in 
today's world.  

✓ Children are able to use a range of geographical skills such as comparing and 
synthesising and are able to represent their ideas in different ways.  

✓ Children are fully engaged in their learning. 
 

If you were to walk into St Andrew’s school, you would see… 

• Children engaged in practical activity, explanation and group work. Often the lessons 

take place outside or are in preparation for a field study.  

• Lessons and teacher questioning are planned to extend the children skills and 

knowledge. Children are given the opportunity to extend learning in the directions 

that interest them. 

• Children use key vocabulary. Teaching staff ensure that vocabulary is displayed and 

time is given to developing a clear understanding of it in context.  
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What inclusion looks like for children in SEND in Geography: 

This table includes some of the strategies which may be used as reasonable adjustments to support 

children with SEND in this subject area.  

Communication and Interaction Cognition and Learning 

Small group work 
Closed sentences 
Sequencing 
Pictures with words 
 

pictures to scaffold 
word banks 
mixed ability peer learning 
verbal expression of ideas 
the use of scriber 
alternative ways to record learning 
timelines 
scaffolded activities 
Using physical 3D models 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties Sensory/ or physical needs 

Role play 
Tailored praise 
Use calm space to work 
 

Movement breaks 
Visual timers 
Working in a calm area 
Field studies adapted to accommodate 
physical/sensory needs eg. Accessibility 
arrangements 

 

What inclusion looks like for children for whom English is an additional language in Geography: 

At St. Andrew’s, we understand that children may need adaptations to the classroom provision in 

order to access the learning. Here are some of the strategies which may be used as adaptations to 

support children who speak English as an additional language: 

✓ Using pictures 

✓ Translation 

✓ Using first language 

✓ Simplified activities 

✓ Pre-teaching 

✓ Group and paired work 

✓ Sitting with a buddy 

✓ Sequencing 

✓ Closed up sentences 

✓ Word choice 
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Pupil voice 

         
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                         
 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of skill progression within our Geography curriculum 

Observing and gathering data  
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Observe and 
describe their 
immediate 
area in simple 
terms 

Observe and 
describe 
patterns 
within their 
immediate 
area.  Use this 
to predict 
what they 
think will 
happen next 
 

To be able to 
compare and 
describe 
unfamiliar 
places but 
more familiar 
places 

Make and use 
observations 
of explain 
basic human 
behaviour.   

Make 
observations 
that may 
explain 
physical 
phenomena 
and begin to 
make 
predictions 

With support 
gather and 
use data to 
make a 
judgement 

Decide what 
data to gather 
in order to 
make a 
judgement 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography allows me to 

learn about places and 

landmarks in the world. 

Geography has given me 

an opportunity to explore 

new places and learn 

more on what I already 

known. 

I like Geography because 

I like planning my own 

holiday! 
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Outstanding Examples of Learning      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Learning displays provide key 

vocabulary accessible to the 

children, provocations as a stimuli 

for independent thinking and The Big 

Question which is answered 

throughout the unit 
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Making 3D models to represent 

mountain formation. 

Developing mapping skills starting 

across the school 



 St Andrew’s C of E (VA) Primary School and Nursery Subject   

 

Success in 2021 - 2022 

✓ Initial assessment of pupil skills revisited to support planning and lesson delivery 
✓ Planning documentation revisited to ensure ambitious curriculum is delivered 

building on the prior knowledge 
✓ Whole school plans revisited to ensure continuity of approach and progressions 

across all year groups 
 

 
Priorities for 2022 -2023 

✓ To embed field study for both skills and knowledge development and an 

understanding of how geography can be used to create a more sustainable world.  

✓ To continue developing the use of subject specific vocabulary and for the children 

to use vocabulary flaps in their books to support verbal language and written work 

✓ To use local studies, class trips and workshops to deepen the knowledge of the 

world around us 

✓ To develop links with schools in other parts of the world that are relevant to the 

curriculum 

 


