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History 

 Intent 

At St. Andrew's we want children to become responsible citizens. In order to do this, they need 

to explore, question and understand the impact of the past. We aim to use history to develop 

pupil’s decision-making and judgment skills. By learning about the past, we are giving pupils to 

the opportunity to learn from the mistakes or achievements of others. They should come to 

understand the impact their actions and decisions have upon the world. We also want our 

children to be aware of the nature of history, how historians draw conclusions about the past 

and how history is not an exact science. New information and historical ideas are beginning 

adapted and added to all the time. In developing these concepts, children need to understand 

the value of artefacts and archives and develop the ability to use and interpret them.  

"The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future." Theodore 

Roosevelt 

 

Implementation 

Historical questions, discussion and opinion forming are at the heart of history learning at St. 

Andrew's school.  Each area of study has an historical question at its heart. Wherever possible, 

children use artefacts and archives in the manner of historians. They make trips to sites that 

develop their understanding. Children have the opportunity to explain and justify their ideas.  

Children are taught to use appropriate vocabulary correctly so that they can explain these 

clearly and to acquire historical knowledge. 

Impact 

✓ Children recognise the value of artefacts and archives 

✓ Children readily give and justify their opinions 

✓ They show skills beyond simple recall 

✓ They are able to present their findings and opinions using appropriate vocabulary 

If you were to walk into St Andrew’s school, you would see… 

• Children engaged in practical activity, explanation and debate. Often lessons will be 

centred around artefacts or archives  

• Lessons and teacher questioning are planned to extend the children skills and 

knowledge. Children are given the opportunity to extend learning in the directions that 

interest them. 

• Children use key vocabulary. Teaching staff ensure that vocabulary is displayed and 

time is given to developing a clear understanding of it in context.  
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What inclusion looks like for children in SEND in History: 

This table includes some of the strategies which may be used as reasonable adjustments to support 

children with SEND in this subject area.  

Communication and Interaction Cognition and Learning 

Small group work 
Closed sentences 
Sequencing 
Pictures with words 
 

pictures to scaffold 
word banks 
mixed ability peer learning 
verbal expression of ideas 
the use of scriber 
alternative ways to record learning 
timelines 
scaffolded activities 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties Sensory/ or physical needs 

Role play 
Tailored praise 
Use calm space to work 

Movement breaks 
Visual timers 
Working in a calm area 
Using physical resources when possible ie. 
artefacts 

 

What inclusion looks like for children for whom English is an additional language in History: 

At St. Andrew’s, we understand that children may need adaptations to the classroom provision in 

order to access the learning. Here are some of the strategies which may be used as adaptations to 

support children who speak English as an additional language: 

✓ Using pictures 

✓ Translation 

✓ Using first language 

✓ Simplified activities 

✓ Pre-teaching 

✓ Group and paired work 

✓ Sitting with a buddy 

✓ Sequencing 

✓ Closed-up sentences 

✓ Word choice 

 

Pupil voice 

         
                                                                                                             
.                           
 

 

 

                                                     

 History takes me back and 

allows me to see how early 

civilizations progressed. 

In history I find about new 

times in the past and what 

happened then. I like history because it 

gives us a big clue about 

the past 
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An example of skill progression within our History curriculum 

Recall and information gathering. 

 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Recalls some 
of the 
elements from 
their own 
past. 

Recall 
information 
given to them 
by others.  

To recall 
information 
linked to the 
more distant 
past. 

To make 
observations 
and describe 
them to 
others in 
response to a 
question 

To make 
comparisons 
between two 
groups and 
use the 
information to 
make 
predictions  

With support, 
decide on 
what 
information to 
gather and 
use it to 
answer 
questions 

Independently 
decide on 
what 
information to 
gather and use 
it to answer 
questions or 
give options 

 

 

Outstanding Examples of Learning   

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Big Question used to deepen the 

learning within the topics 
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Success in 2021 – 2022 

✓ Initial assessment of pupil skills revisited to support planning and lesson delivery 
✓ Planning documentation revisited to ensure ambitious curriculum is delivered 

building on the prior knowledge 
✓ Whole school plans revisited to ensure continuity of approach and progressions 

across all year groups 
 

 

Written work reflecting the skills and 

knowledge application 

Engaging learning walls representing 

the learning journey 
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Priorities for 2022-2023 

✓ Continue to priorities the use of appropriate Tier 2 vocabulary  
✓ Using the Flap Cards with vocabulary in the books so the children can access at 

any time 
✓ Continue planning the units of work with the focus on answering The Big 

Questions in a series of lessons with the understanding of what the children 
learnt before 

✓ To develop schemes of work to include local history and to include their own 
family history where possible. 

✓ Ensure that all planning covers global elements where relevant and makes links 
to PSHE/British Values and Christian Values 

✓ Enriching the curriculum with relevant trips, workshops, and visitors 
✓ Introduce P4C as a way of discussing important issues 

 


