
 

 
What is phonics? 

Phonics makes connections between the sounds of our spoken words (phonemes) and the letters 
that are used to write them down (graphemes). Decoding and encoding is taught through our 
systematic synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme - Little Wandle Letters and Sounds (Revised).  
  
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds follows a clear progression from Reception to Year 1 which 
enables the children to build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering 
phonics to read and spell fluently and accurately. The programme ensures that phonic learning is 
applied directly to reading.  
  
How is phonics taught at St. Andrew’s? 

  
Nursery - Children focus on language development through quality stories and rhymes in addition 
to oral blending. This is supported by the ‘Foundations for Phonics guidance’ in the Little Wandle 
progression.  

  
Reception and Year 1 - Children follow the progression within the Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised Programme. Phonics is taught daily with a review session each week. Children’s 
progress is assessed regularly to ensure progression and support is given where necessary.  
 
Reading and phonics 
Children read books that contain only the phonic code and tricky words with which they are 
familiar. This develops confidence, comprehension and fluency. Children have three reading 
practise sessions in school in order to develop these skills. At the end of the week, reading books 
are sent home so that these skills can be reinforced and celebrated.  
 
Home reading 

There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home: 

A reading practice book - This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. They should 
be able to read this fluently and independently. 

A sharing book - Your child will not be able to read this on their own. This book is for you both 
to read and enjoy together. 

 
  
You can find information about how we teach Phonics on the Little Wandle website here: 

The resources on this page will help you support your child with saying their sounds and 

writing their letters. There are also some useful videos so you can see how they are taught at 

school and feel confident about supporting their reading at home. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

