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RE 

Intent 

 
As a Church of England Voluntary Aided School, the 
teaching of Religious Education is governed by the 
Trust Deed drawn up when the school was 
founded.  
 
The Purpose of RE is to enable our children to 

become religiously literate which we define as the 

ability to hold balanced and informed 

conversations about religions and beliefs. This 

model indicates the three elements that build this 

religious literacy.  

 

RE teaching is grounded in theological approaches enabling children to explore God and 

religious beliefs. It provides children with opportunities to explore some philosophical 

questions related to areas such as the meaning of life. It also allows children to explore 

sociological aspects of life such as religious belief and practice and how people lead their lives 

based on their beliefs. It is a creative subject in which strong links can be made with art, drama 

and literacy in particular. 

 

Implementation  

Through our RE scheme of work pupils seek to develop the knowledge and understanding 
alongside acquisition of appropriate skills and attitudes. We use Understanding Christianity 
resource produced by the Diocese to teach about Christianity and the Suffolk schemes of work 
to teach about other world faiths. Each unit is enquiry based, encouraging children to question 
and explore theological ideas. They engage with sources of authority and sacred texts exploring 
these in creative and innovative ways. Within each unit of Understanding Christianity, children 
have opportunities to see the impact of belief on practice across different Christian 
communities and to understand Christianity as a world faith. 
 
In addition to Christian concepts, pupils also enquire into concepts that are specific to particular 
religions.  They make connections between religions and explore their impact on society.    
Each Year an innovative, experiential and creative RE week is carefully planned to allow children 
to explore and develop their understanding of one of the other non-Abrahamic faiths. 
 
RE teaching specifically draws on a range of sources such as visitors, the local environment, 
places of worship, photographs, images, artefacts, written materials, ICT materials, data, video 
extracts.   These include regular visits to Holy Saviour Church, St. Mary’s Church, Jewish 
Leaders, Muslim faith group, the Gurdwara, St Albans Cathedral and visits from local clergy and 
other organisations.  
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Impact 

 

Attainment in RE is consistently high both in written and oral work and discussions. The 

teaching approach of enquiry and challenge ensures that children are encouraged to be critical 

thinkers considering the wider appreciation of global Christianity and their place in the world. 

They make links to the Christian Values that are fundamental to our school vision and school 

life. Children engage thoroughly and thoughtfully in RE lessons. They respond very well to the 

enquiry approach to learning, asking their own questions and enthusiastically exploring sources 

of authority and texts to provide answers.  

Our children particularly enjoy engaging with visitors in RE lessons and attending trips to other 

places of worship. Discussions in lessons enable children to reflect on their learning and to 

begin to place and integrate their understanding of theological concepts alongside their own 

worldviews. There are explicit links made between the RE being studied and the school values, 

and children are able to consider their place within the ideas being considered. By the end of 

KS2 children are very knowledgeable about religious text and demonstrate a high level of 

religious literacy.   

 

If you were to walk into an RE lesson in St Andrew’s school, you would see… 

• Children exploring biblical text using creative approaches 

• Children making connections with the world around them 

• Children asking and discussing philosophical and sociological questions 

• Visitors and trips to deepen learning 

• Use of religious artefacts to engage children and make learning relevant 

 

Pupil voice 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

I really like RE because 

we are learning about 

Jesus and thinking 

about how to make a 

Nativity set using our 

own ideas. KS1 

I like that, a lot of the time, 

we get to do fun things. 

Sometimes, we go outside, 

like when we found out 

what water is like. We 

washed away different 

words until we were left 

with words which describe 

water. Link to Baptism LKS2 

I like that we get to 

find out about 

different faiths and 

how they link to 

Christianity, and the 

differences and 

similarities between 

them. UKS2 
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What inclusion looks like for children with SEND in RE 

This table includes some of the strategies which may be used as reasonable adjustments to 

support children with SEND in this subject area. 

Communication and Interaction Cognition and Learning 

• a range of alternative ways to record 
understanding, eg. verbally, 
pictorially, digitally 

• visuals and multi-media to support 
pupils’ understanding 

• scaffolded talks to reduce cognitive 
load 

• different formatting to reduce 
cognitive load and processing 
instructions 

• adapted planning and resources to 
facilitate children’s next steps 
appropriate to their level 

• word banks, with visuals where 
appropriate  

• writing and speaking frames 

• explicit teaching, modelling and oral 
rehearsal of new subject-specific 
vocabulary 

• vocabulary flaps in the books, with 
visuals where appropriate 

• pre-teaching of new vocabulary 

• talk partners to rehearse vocabulary 

• working walls on displays with 
subject-specific vocabulary 

• use of artefacts, visits to places of 
religious significant and visuals during 
teaching to support understanding 

 

Social, emotional and mental health 
difficulties 

Sensory/ or physical needs 

• scaffolded talks to reduce cognitive 
load 

• different formatting to reduce 
cognitive load and processing 
instructions 

• chunked instructions 
• opportunities to share experiences 

and own spirituality  

• opportunities to learn about religious 
figures who have overcome hardship 
and challenge in their lives 

 

• ensuring visits to places of religious 
significance are fully accessible 

• adapting resources where needed to 
ensure all pupils can access the 
materials 
 

 

What inclusion looks like for children for whom English is an additional language in RE 

At St. Andrew’s, we understand that children may need adaptations to the classroom 

provision in order to access the learning. Here are some of the strategies which may be used 

as adaptations to support children who speak English as an additional language: 

• word banks, with visuals where appropriate  

• writing and speaking frames 
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• explicit teaching, modelling and oral rehearsal of new subject-specific vocabulary 

• vocabulary flaps in the books, with visuals where appropriate 

• pre-teaching of new vocabulary 

• talk partners to rehearse vocabulary 

• working walls on displays with subject-specific vocabulary 

• use of artefacts and visuals during teaching to support understanding 

An example of progression within our RE curriculum 

 

Outstanding Examples of Learning        

             

 

 

 

A whole school music project: composition and performance of a piece of music to 

represent the story of creation. 
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Re-creating the Parable of the 

two builders: How strong are the 

foundations of our building? 
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A Buddhist Prayer wheel, 

created by Reception 

 

     Beautiful mandalas created 

using only natural materials.  

How does it represent key 

Buddhist ideas? 

 

 

A visit to Letchworth Foodbank to  

help us consider: ‘What would 

Jesus do?’ 

 

 

Learning about the life of the Buddha 

in a workshop during RE week 
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Success in 2021-2022 

✓ Stronger links made in each Understanding Christianity unit to the teaching of global 

Christianity and understanding Christianity as a living world faith 

✓ Well-established, cross-curricular RE week that children look forward to and engage in 

well to explore a non-Abrahamic faith  

✓ Successful Christian Aid Week which the children across the school enjoyed, led by the 

Worship Acolytes 

✓ Well-established assessment methods and analysis for the teaching and learning of RE 

 

Priorities for 2022-2023 

✓ To ensure that the RE attainment continues to be in line with our high level of literacy 

✓ To ensure that within each RE enquiry children have time and space to explore 

connections more deeply, considering how they relate to the religious ideas being 

explored and their own religious beliefs 

✓ To ensure that our most able children continue to be challenged in RE 

✓ To provide opportunities for the children across the school to visit places of worship 

from other faiths and to have more visits from people of other faiths 

✓ To ensure that delivery of Understanding Christianity is consistent across the school 

and new staff are supported through Understanding Christianity training 

✓ To ensure robust progression across the school, enabling children to further deepen 

their learning in the Digging Deeper units 


